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SUBJECT; DR. DUPONT'S CONVERSATION WITH MEXICAN ATTORNEY GENERAL 

1. DR. ROBERT DUPONT, COL. RICHARD BUCKER, AND EMBASSY 
NARCOTICS COORDINATOR ALBERTI MET WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL 
OJEDA PAULLADA, DR. GUIDO BELSASSO AND DR. ALEJANDRO GERTZ 
ON JANUARY 6, 1976. THE CONVERSATION BEGAN WITH THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL REFERRING TO U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL LEVI'S 
DECEMBER 29 REMARK THAT THE HEROIN EPIDEMIC IN THE U.S. 

THREATENED TO BECOME WORSE THAN EVER, AND WAS PRODUCING GRAVE 
CONCERN IN THE UNITED STATES. OJEDA ASKED DR. 

DUPONT TO DESCRIBE THE EXTENT OF THE PRESENT HEROIN EPIDEMIC. 

DR. DUPONT SAID THAT BASED ON DATA OBTAINED FROM OVER- 
DOSE DEATHS, HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS AND THE INCREASED CRIME RATE, 

HE BELIEVED THAT THE HEROIN EPIDEMIC AT PRESENT 
WAS WORSE THAN AT ANY TIME BEFORE IN HISTORY. 

HE EMPAHSIZED THAT IN THIS ELECTION YEAR BOTH GOVERN- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MEXICO 00343 122212Z 

MENTS RUN A VERY SERIOUS RISK OF STRONG POLITICAL 
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REACTION IF THE AVAILABILITY OF MEXICAN HEROIN IN 
THE U.S. IS NOT DMINISHED BY THIS COMING SUMMER. 

2. OJEDA REPLIED THAT THE INTENSIFIED PHASE OF THE 
ERADICATION CAMPAIGN, WHICH BEGAN IN MID-NOVEMBER, 

GOT UNDERWAY GRADUALLY AND THAT SOME POPPIES HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN HARVESTED BUT THAT THE CAMPAIGN IS 

PROCEEDING WELL AND WITH THE ADVENT OF ADDITIONAL 
EQUIPMENT DUE THIS MONTH, IT SHOULD BE A GOOD SUC- 
CESS. (DR. DUPONT NOTED THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN 
DELAYS IN EQUIPMENT DELIVERY DUE TO THE FACT THAT 
THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT DID NOT OPT TO USE HERBICIDES 
UNTIL NEARLY MID-NOVEMBER, WHEREUPON THE SPRAYING 
EQUIPMENT WAS ORDERED FORTHWITH). 

3. OJEDA NOTED THAT IN MID-NOVEMBER, FOLLOWING A 
PRESS CONFERENCE TO ANNOUNCE THE INITIATION OF THE 
INTENSIFIED CAMPAIGN, BOTH ATTORNEY GENERAL LEVI 
AND SECRETARY KISSINGER HAD COMMENTED FAVORABLY ON 
THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT'S ANTI-NARCOTICS COOPERATION. 
FOLLOWING THAT, ON DECEMBER 26, PRESIDENT FORD THEN 
MADE HIS STATEMENTS EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER THE 
MEXICAN NARCOTICS PROBLEM AND THE INCIDENCE OF 
MEXICAN HEROIN IN THE U.S. THIS, OJEDA SAID, CAUSED 
CONSIDERABLE BEWILDERMENT ONTHE PART OF MANY MEXICANS 
FOR IF IN MID-NOVEMBER THE CAMPAIGN WAS THOUGHT TO BE 
GOING WELL, THEN WHY WAS IT FELT NECESSARY TO ISSUE 

THE DECEMBER 26 STATEMENT? DR. DUPONT REPLIED THAT 
UNTIL A SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION IN THE U.S. SUPPLY OF 
MEXICAN HEROIN IS EFFECTED, WE MAY EXPECT THAT THERE 
WILL PROBABLY BE MORE PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY HIGH USG 
OFFICIALS CONCERNING THE PROBLEM. 

4. OJEDA SAID THAT IN GENERAL HE AGREED WITH THE 
WHITE PAPER ON DRUG ABUSE, BUT HE AGAIN MENTIONED 
HIS WELL-KNOWN PROBLEM WITH WHAT HE READ TO BE A 
SOFTENING OF THE U.S. POSITION ON MARIHUANA. 

5. DR. DUPONT REPLIED BY SAYING THAT HE HAD KNOW- 
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LEDGE THAT PRESIDENT FORD WOULD BE RECOMMENDING 
AGAINST FEDERAL DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA USE. 
OJEDA EXPRESSED PLEASURE AT HEARING THIS NEWS. 

JOVA 
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